Ernie Welch Award
The Association annually recognizes a person for outstanding service to pharmacy and the general welfare of the citizens of New Mexico. This Award is presented is normally presented at the Annual Convention each year but the recipient was unable to attend.
The 2019 Ernie Welch award recipient has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to her profession, community, and to the general public here in New Mexico. As a former member of the College of Pharmacy Admissions Committee for several years, she has played an integral role in hand selecting future leaders and pharmacists within the profession throughout our state.  As an UNM alumni, she frequents back to the college of pharmacy often, to give guest lectures to students about community pharmacy, management, and other topics within her expertise. 

Aside from her involvement in pharmacy, she gives back to her community in many ways such as volunteering at the Roadrunner Food Bank, developing collaborative efforts with a local drive to collect shoes and socks for children, and has direct involvement with large contributions made and events held, in an effort to end childhood hunger.  
She created a partnership with the Mexican Consulate and developed an event that has been ongoing for the past eight years called “Vacuna Por Pavo” or “Vaccine for a Turkey.” This event allows underserved patients in the community, the ability to get an influenza vaccine and be rewarded with a free turkey in time for Thanksgiving dinner.  Each year, the response touches close to 1000 lives.

Just recently, she has taken the lead initiative to start an Association, specifically for women in the healthcare field, where mentorship and collaboration is key. 

She currently holds the position of Director of Pharmacy and Retail Sales, and has the drive and passion to lead her team, consisting of numerous pharmacies and employees, to success. She has a long history of educating state representatives and leaders about the role of the pharmacist, being a supportive mother and wife, and being a great mentor and role model to the people that know and admire her.

It is my pleasure and honor to present the


2019 Ernie Welch Award to
Jennifer Ortega
