Excellence in Innovation Award Speech
The Excellence in Innovation Award is a national award coordinated by the National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations, and generously sponsored by Upsher-Smith Laboratories, LLC to recognize and honor a qualified pharmacist who has demonstrated significant innovation in their respective practice, method or service directly or indirectly resulting in improved patient care and/or advancement of the profession of pharmacy.

The tradition of designing innovative pharmaceuticals has been the commitment of Upsher-Smith Laboratories and is driven by the ever-changing needs of patients, physicians, pharmacists, and healthcare organizations. Their perspective is not “more products,” but the right products that make people’s lives better. At every level of their business, they are driven to be the best.

This year's recipient is the first African American woman pharmacist in the history of the state of New Mexico to own and operate a compounding-only pharmacy. In June 2017, she hosted The Children's Apothecary, a summer camp designed to introduce the creative niche of compounding pharmacy to youth, ages 8 to 11 years. She is working with the Office of African American Affairs in Albuquerque to host a compounding course for 24 African American high school students in Albuquerque. She will teach them about the history of the apothecary, the basics of pharmaceutical calculations, and the art of compounding. She is a member of the National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO). She launched Olive Tree Skinceuticals in 2017 and plans to expand the availability of her products by retailing on Amazon.
Please welcome to the podium and join me in congratulating this year’s recipient, Ndidiamaka Okpareke MERGEFIELD Excellence_in_Innovation_Recipient_Name4 .

