Excellence in Innovation Award Speech
The Excellence in Innovation Award is a national award coordinated by the National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations, and generously sponsored by Upsher-Smith Laboratories, Inc. to recognize and honor a qualified pharmacist who has demonstrated significant innovation in their respective practice, method or service directly or indirectly resulting in improved patient care and/or advancement of the profession of pharmacy.

The tradition of designing innovative pharmaceuticals has been the commitment of Upsher-Smith Laboratories and is driven by the ever-changing needs of patients, physicians, pharmacists, and healthcare organizations. Their perspective is not “more products,” but the right products that make people’s lives better. At every level of their business, they are driven to be the best.

This year's recipient made his opportunity develop as he was doing his externship rotations. His preceptor saw in him a strong work ethic and a business sense that he wanted for his own organization. Coming from a family who understood small business, this recipient has been able to apply the principles learned to become a leader and an entrepreneur and to use his common sense approach and communication skills to enhance the community pharmacy he manages in Santa Fe. His efforts in innovation include a loyalty plan customized to his patient base and provider community to increase synergy with providers to facilitate increased compliance and adherence. He has improved and expanded wellness of his patients with onsite health programs including MTM, immunizations and opioid abuse prevention (including naloxone therapy). He has been involved in the legislative process as an expert witness in committee hearings and has shown great commitment to the profession. He recently was involved in the opening of a new LTC provider pharmacy in Las Vegas, New Mexico and has a business plan for developing and opening another community pharmacy in the future.
 

Please welcome to the podium and join me in congratulating this year’s recipient, Brian Hunt.
